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NEWS
SFI-IB partner attendances
Partners in SFI-IB, both research institutions as well as industrial partners regularly attend different
meetings and conferences both nationally and internationally.
Among others, SINTEF and Vectron Biosolutions and NTNU attended the Norwegian Bioinformatics Days in
late September (https://norbioinfo.no/).
The NORCE team has recently attended two international conferences, presenting a poster at the Oxizyme
conference celebrated in Siena, Italy, this last month of July; http://www.congressi.unisi.it/oxizymes22/.
Also, a poster about ongoing work and recent results on a novel enzyme strategy to remediate
trimethylamine, a fish odor contributor, from salmon protein hydrolysates was presented by researcher
leader Gro Bjerga at the Bioflavour Conference, 27-30th September in Frankfurt, Germany;
https://dechema.de/en/bioflavour2022.html.
On 22nd September, NORCE researchers involved in P4 of SFI-IB participated in the Biotech North and Cod
Cluster meeting at Tromsø. A lot of key issues related to circular economy and sustainability in using rest

raw materials from food and fish industries were discussed. present at the meeting was also Andre
Reinholdsten, the director of Vesterålen Havbruk.

PyroCO2 launch
PyroCO2 is a major EU-project (400 million) with focus on gas fermentation and utilization of CO2,
associated and collaborating with SFI-IB. PyroCO2 is led by SINTEF Senior Researcher Alexander Wentzel
(also involved in SFI-IB) and has homepage https://www.pyroco2.eu/. The main objective for PYROCO2 is
to build a pilot plant at Herøya Industry Park to demonstrate scalable and profitable production of the
chemical acetone based on CO2 as raw material and renewable energy. Approx. 100 participants (including
several SFI-IB partners and key staff) met 21st-22nd of September for the kick-off and to mark the launch.
https://eng.heroya-industripark.no/latest-news/kicked-off-a-400-million-eu-project-and-construction-ofa-pilot-at-heroeya#.Yy_5EA_VryQ.linkedin

SINTEF visit by the Norwegian Export Council
The Norwegian Export Council has already decided that marine wind power and green transport are two
focus areas that will be presented to the Norwegian government in terms of Norwegian export (read more
about it: https://www.innovasjonnorge.no/no/om/nyheter/2022/regjeringen-med-storsatsing-pa-norskeksport/). The council is also about to define other areas to include in their recommendation to the
government, and a large delegation from Oslo was in that context at a visit in Trondheim and the SINTEF
facilities. SFI-IB manager Håvard Sletta presented the SFI industrial biotechnology as well as export status
and opportunities for industrial Biotechnology in Norway.

Gemini publication on usage of seaweed
Projects associated to SFI-IB involve work on different usages for seaweed, described in a recent
publication in Gemini; https://gemini.no/2022/09/denne-plasten-er-laget-av-tare/. In this case seaweed is
used for production of plastics, but several different usages are in focus of attention.

SFI-IB office opened
SFI-IB has now got its own office at NTNU in Trondheim. The office has meeting room with video/audio
facilities for SFI related meetings as well as several office spaces to be used by SFI-IB linked researchers
from all partners when in Trondheim.

New SFI-IB related staff
Tejaswini R B Ramakrishna is a new researcher at the Marine Biotechnology group, NORCE. She is from
India and received her PhD in Biotechnology (2019) from Australia and completed her postdoctoral

research fellow (2022) from Czech Republic. She is working on SFI-Industrial Biotechnology Project No.4 –
Food residues processing and upgrading using enzymes and microorganisms. Currently, she is developing
COD fish hydrolysis process using enzymes to remediate bitter taste and fishy odor in its protein
hydrolysates.

PHD STUDENTS
SFI-IB has a goal in associating a high amount of PhD students to the center and to date 8 PhD students
and 1 Postdoc are currently associated, with two additional ones on their way to start soon. The PhD
students are associated to one or several subprojects and the students currently working in the center are:
Divyata Rane working on strain engineering and Antonia Areali working on fermentation and metabolic
modelling, both associated to NTNU and started in December 2021 and January 2022, respectively. NTNU
PhD student Hauna F. Hosen started in September 2021 and focus her work on gas fermentation and mass
transfer, whereas NTNU PhD students Elisa Márquez and Minglin Xu started during fall 2021 and work on
genome scale metabolic modelling and TEA process modelling, respectively. NMBU has 2 PhD students
started, Amanda Kristine Votvik and Lars Jordhøy Lindstad working on enzyme discovery and
valorization of biomass, respectively. Postdoc Yogesh Chaudhari started September 2021 at NMBU is
working on fungal expression, and in addition, two additional PhD students are soon to start at NMBU,
working on topics like biomass valorization and applied enzymology. The center currently has one
associated industrial PhD student from Tine, associated to NTNU and SINTEF, Inga Horntvedt Thorsen
focusing on fermentation and starter cultures.
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VACANCIES
Vacant positions in the senter and at senter organisations

New SFI-IB associated PhD position on proteomics, enzyme discovery and applied enzymology a at NMBU;
https://www.jobbnorge.no/en/available-jobs/job/233161/phd-scholarship-within-proteomics-enzymediscovery-and-applied-enzymology
NMBU has in addition another PhD position open within soil microbiomes and GHG emissions;
https://www.jobbnorge.no/en/available-jobs/job/233271/phd-scholarship-in-soil-microbiology-and-ghgemissions
SFI-IB partner Skretting has a vacant position for a Researcher on Shrimp and Fish Nutrition;
https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/3294707875
SecondCircle (Danish SFI-IB partner) is looking for a Strain Developer;
https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/3276251821

UPCOMING EVENTS
Monday 10th of October the LMI Production Day takes place in Oslo, with attendance by e.g. SINTEF;
https://www.lmi.no/download.php?file=/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Prod.dagen_program20222.pdf
Several of the SFI-IB partners can be met at the annual Enzyme Conference 2022 in Oslo, 16-17th of
November; https://www.biotechnorth.no/events/enzym-conference-2022-save-the-date/
The SIG Seaweed 7 conference takes place in Trondheim 15-17 of November with presentations by
e.g. NTNU, NMBU and SINTEF; https://www.sintef.no/projectweb/seaweedplatform/events/15.-16.november-2022-sig-seaweed-7-conference-in-trondheim/
Researchers from NORCE will be participate in the Pichia hands-on course organized by the
Technical University of Graz in Austria, as an add-on to the European Summit of Industrial
Biotechnology (esib) to be celebrated this coming November.
https://www.tugraz.at/events/pichia2022/hands-on-pichia-course/
The 3rd LPMO symposium will take place at Holmenkollen November 9-11, attended by e.g. NMBU
and NTNU; https://lpmo.no/

SFI-IB partner ArcticZymes is attending the 29th Annual Meeting of the European Society of Gene &
Cell Therapy Congress in Edinburgh 11-14 October (https://www.esgctcongress.com/)
Also, several partners (e.g. NMBU and PHARMAQ) will participate in a meeting organized by
MOREFISH on risks in land based aquaculture; https://www.morefish.no/program2022
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